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Civitas, Burgus,) ff. Ad Generalem Quarterialem Sef- 
Villa Weſtm. >fionem Pacis Domini Regis tent a- 
in Com. Midd. Y pud Weſtm. pro Libertat” Decani 

| & Capituli Eccleſiæ Collegiat. beati 

Petri Weſtm. Civit', Burgi, S 

Villæ Weſtm. in Comitat. Midd. && 

Sancti Martini le Grand, London” 

die Mercurii /cilicet nono die Octob. 

Anno Regni Domini Georgii Secundi, 

Dei Gratid nunc Regis Magnæ 

Britanniæ, e. (On; coram 

Tuſticiariis, Sc. ibidem. 


IS Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the City 
and Liberty of Weſtminſter, aſſembled at this 
| preſent General Quarter-Seſfions of the Peace, being 
of the Opinion that the Charge, this Day given by 
Sir Jobn Gonſon Knight, as Chairman (in the Abſence 
of the Right Honourable Fohn Lord Delawar the 
preſent 1 to the Grand Jury ſworn to en- 
quire for our Sovereign Lord the King, for the Body 
of chis City and Liberty, and to the High and Petty 
Conſtables there, is a Learned, Loyal, Fudicious and 
Uſeful Charge, highly tending to the Service of his 
- Majeſty, and his Government: Have unanimouſly 
agreed, that the Thanks of this Court be, - and the 
ſame are hereby given to the ſaid Sir obn Gonſon for 
his ſaid Charge, and they deſire that he will cauſe the 

| ſame to be Printed and Publiſhed. 5 


Per Curiam 


MrppLETox. 
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To the Ricur Worsnieeul. 


Sir Fohn Gonſon Kn. 


Quarter-Seſſions of the Peace, 
held for the City and Liber- 


ninth Day of October 1728. 


enquire for Our, Sovereign Lord 
8 the King, for the Body of this 


received from your Worſhip, as 
Chairman, a very Learned, Loy- 
al, Ingenious and Uſeful Charge, 
Do hereby return you our moſt 


humble Thanks for the ſame ; 


& 2 and 


CHAIRMAN of the General 


ty of Weſtminſter, &c. the 


VE the Grand Jury, im- 
pannelled and ſworn to 


| Jaid City and Liberty, having 


and defire, that you will be pleaſed 

to cauſe the ſame to be Printed 
and Publiſhed for the better In- 
formation of the Inhabitants and 
Officers within this City and Li- 
berty, in the Diſcharge of their 

reſpective Duties, &c. 


| | John Farmer. 
Charles Fullwood. John Rumbold. 
James Jarman. „ 
Samuel Cotterell. | Joſeph Tull. 
John James. Richard Hunton. 
John Hind. | John Hopkins. 
Robert Halliwell. Edmund Oſborne. 
_ Chriſtopher Hammond. Solomon Ranger. 
Daniel Truman, | Richard Pick. 
John Walker. John Wells. 


Charles Capell. - - John Shepherd. 1 
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Third CHARGE 
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Sir John Gonſon Kn. 


Gentlemen of the Grand Fury, 

SWEET UMAN Societies, and 
=D 7 human Laws are the Ef- 

fect of Neceſſity and Ex- 
Fi zence. If Men, in their 


P Precepts of the Law of 
Nature, none would ever ſpill his Neigh- 
bour's Blood, hurt his Perſon, or invade 
his Property. But becauſe Men are ſo 

5 a Os apt 


Behaviour, lived up to the 


— - : 
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-apt to violate thoſe equitable Laws to 
gratify their Paſſions and corrupt Incli- 
nations; and, when left to the boundleſs 
Liberty, which they claim from Nature, 
every Man would be Interfering and 
Quarrelling with another, every one 
would be Plundering the Acquiſitions of 
another, the Labour of one Man would 
be the Pro of another, Weakneſs 
would be the Prey of Force, and one 
Man's Induſtry Cauſe of another 
Man's Idleneſs. 

HEN E came the Original of Govern- 
ment, which was the mutual Contract of 
a Number of Men, agreeing upon cer- 
tain Terms of Union and Society, and 
putting themſelves under Penalties if 
they violated thoſe Terms, which were 
called Laws, and put into the Hands of 
one or more Men to execute: Thus Men 
quitted their natural Liberty to acquire 
civil Security, and were willing to part 
with ſome Privileges and Rights, which 
they have by Nature, in Order to ſe- 
cure the Reſt from Violence. 
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* Judicious * Mr. Hook ER 
thinks, that the firſt Government was 
Arbitrary, by a fingle Perſon ; till it 
was found by oe That to live 
by one Man's Will became the Cauſe of 
all Mens Miſery. 

AND this he concludes was the Ori- 
cinal of inventing Laws. The law- 
« ful Power of making Laws (ſays he) 
© to command whole. politick Societies 
« of Men, belong ſo properly to the 
« ſame intire Societies, that for any 
« Prince, or Potentate of what Kind 
_ « ſoever upon Earth, to Exerciſe the 
“ fame of himſelf, and not by expreſs 
« Commiſſion immediately and perſon- 
« ally received from G OD, or elſe. by 
ce Authority derived, at the friſt, from 
« their Conſent. upon whole Perſons 
« they impoſe Laws, is no better than 
« mere Tyranny ”. This is the more 
Worthy of Conſideration, being the 
Judgment in a Point of Religion, not 
of an' - Hiſtorian or a Lawyer, but of a 


Ecclei. Polity, Lib. 1. Sec. 10. 
Reverend 


(8) 
Reverend Divine, and ſuch an one who 
hath been fo great a Champion for Au- 
thority and Government, — for ſtrict 
Conformity to our excellent Church. 
AssoLlUurE Monarchy, indeed, may 
rather be eſteemed a Species of Anar- 
chy, than any Form of civil Govern- 
ment: For ſurely, when Men entered 
into Society, they never agreed or in- 
tended, that all of them, except- one, 
ſhould be under the Reſtraint of Laws, 
and that he alone ſhould ftill retain 
all the Liberty of the unreſtrain' d 
State of Nature, corrupted with Flat- 
tery, arm'd with Power, and made 
Licentious by Impunity, and at the 
ſame Time that the People ſhould be 
totally deprived of the Safety and Se- 
curity in civil Society, for which it was 
at firſt Inſtituted, and for which only 
they enter d into it. 


IT is certain then, that the Limitation 


of Power, and the Superiority of Laws, | | 


in Matters of Government, had an Ori- 
__ in the _—_ — of the World; 
* the 


, ( * 9 ) 


the Lacedemonian Government was the 
ſame with that of Crete, and the Baſis 
of each was ſettled upon this Maxim, 
That Liberty is the chiefeſt Good of ci- 
vil Society, becauſe it is that which 
makes every Thing we poſſeſs our own; 
without this Liberty all Property centers 
in thoſe who govern, and not in them 
who are governed. By Liberty is not 
meant Licentiouſneſs, or for Men to act 
without Controul, but under the Re- 
ſtraint of good Laws; ſo far free and 
at Liberty as reaſonable Creatures would 
wiſh to be, and ſo far only reſtrain'd, as 
is neceflary for the Peace and Good of 
Society. 

TA Conſtitution of different Coun- 
tries are indeed various, but the Obliga- 
tions between the Governing and the 
Governed are every where mutual ; the 
Office of a King, a Senate, or of the 
executive Power in a popular State, is 
to protect the People in their Lives, Li- 
berties, and Properties; and to this End 
they claim the, Allegiance, Obedience, 
and Aſſiſtance of their Subjects. The 
B Roman, 


(10) 

Roman, and moſt of the Græcian States, 
were built upon the Republican Plan; 
but when the Goths, and other Northern 
Nations deſtroy'd the Roman Empire, 
and extended their Conqueſts into far 
diſtant Countries; they eftabliſhd, 
wherever they came, a mixt Form of 
Government, which, like the World, 
ſubſiſts by the Oppoſition of the Ele- 
ments, . which it is compoſed: The 
Preſervation of this Conſtitution de- 
pending upon the Balance between the 
King, Nobility, and People, the Le- 
giſlative Power was lodged in theſe 
three Eſtates, call'd by different Names 
in different Countries; in the North 
Diets, in Spain Cortes, in France E- 
ſtates, and in England Parhaments. For 
tho' the Word Parliament, as my Lord 
Cokk in his firſt Inftitute obſerves, 
is not above ſeven or eight hundred 
Years old; yet Aſſemblies of the 
People, or their Chiefs and Repre- 
ſentatives, in moſt Nations of Europe, 
upon emergent publick Occaſions, to 
conſult and determine of their * 
airs, 


. | 
fairs, has been a Practice fo univerſal, 
as to Time and Place, that the Hiſto- 
ries of all Nations, now extant, afford 
plain Footſteps in this Matter. The 
Style and Title of ſuch Aſſemblies = 
indeed change with Language, which 
is a Thing continually changing *, and 
the Name and Deſignation of the 
Conſtituents may alter ; but it has e- 
ver been the immutable and conftant 
Practice of civilized and well governed 
Nations to meet in general Aſſemblies, 
to adviſe, debate, and finally determine 
concerning their publick and national 
Concerns. | 

THrar this was our Caſe in Britain 
before Our SAVIOUR's Time, is 
clear from JuLius CESARNS Commen- 


Sir HENRY SPELMAN in his Gloſſary ſays thus, 
under the Word Gemotum, Wittenagemot idem 
* apud Anglo-ſaxones, quod apud nos hodie Parli- 
c amentum, parumque à Folemoto defferebat, niſi 
“ quod hoc annuum eſſet, & è certis plerumque 
“ Cauſis, illud ex arduis Contingentibus, & Legum 
* Condendarum gratia, ad Arbitrium Principis in- 
te dictum ” : 


Bin taries *, 
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taries ®. And Tacitus, in his Ger. 
mania +, gives the like Account of that 
Country. And one of our moſt an- 
cient Law Books, call'd The Mirror of 
Fuſtice, cited by my Lord Co xx in his 
firſt Inſtitute, mentions an Aſſembly of 
the Counties, Nc. in 4 King AL TRE DOS 
Reign; to deſcend lower would exceed 


* Cazsar, Comment. Lib. 5. Summa Imperii 

elligue Adminiſtrandi communi Concilio permiſſa eſt 
Caſſivelano. 

T De Minoribus rebus P'Tincipes . de 
Majoribus omnes. 

The Mirror of Juſtice was written in the Saxon 
Times, as appears by the Book it ſelf, and it was re- 
viſed, and ſome Things added to it, by the learned and 
wiſe Lawyer ANDREW Horne, who lived in the 

Reigns of King EpwaRD the Firſt, and King Ep- 
WARD the Second. © 
MYRROR, Page 10. 

For the good Eſtate of the Realm, King ALFRED 
cauſed the Counties to aſſemble, and ordained it for a 
perpetual Uſage, that twice every Year, or oftner if 
need were, in Time of Peace, they ſhould aſſemble at 
London, 10 fit in Parliament, for the Guidance of 
GOD's People, how the Nation fhauld keep them- 
ſelves from Sin, live in Quiet, and receive Right by 
certain Uſages, and boly Judgments. 


my 


my Bounds. And the Subject has been 
unanſwerably maintained by Mr. PeryT, 
in his Antiquity and Power, Oc. of the 
Houſe of Commons, and by Mr. Tyr, 
in his Bibliotbeca Politica, and the learn- 
ed Preface to his Hiſtory of England, 
which no Writer of Note has hitherto 
undertaken to confute; and laſt of all 
by Mr. RyMER in his Fædera. The 
Excellency of this mixt Government 
conſiſts in that due Poize, or Balance 
between Rule and Subjection, ſo juſtly 
obſerved in it, that by the neceſſary Con- 
currence of the Nobility and Commons, 
in the Making and Repealing all Laws, 
it hath the main Advantages of an Ari- 
ſtocracy and a Democracy, and yet free 
from the Diſadvantages and Evils of 
either of thoſe Kinds of Government. 
Bur Length of Time, and a Suc- 
ceſſion of Folly and Vice, in two Parts 
of the Legiſlature, and of Cunning and 
Succeſs in the Third, has driven it al- 
moſt out of Europe. In Spain, France, 
Denmark, Bohemia, Hungary, and Part 
of Germany, the Monarchy, or rather 
| Tyranny, 


— 


(14) 
Tyranny, has now ſwallowed up the an- 
cient Conſtitution ; in Switzerland and 
Holland the two other Eſtates - have 
yielded to the Commons : Whilſt we 
in Great-Britain have ſtill happily pre- 
ſerved this noble and ancient Gothic 
Conſtitution, which all our Neighbours 
onceenjoy'd, as well as we, who are the 
Wonder and Glory of all the King- 
doms round about us. And we may tru- 
ly apply to our ſelves the Words of an 
inſpir d Author, What nation is there 

| ſo great, that hath ſtatutes and judg- 
ments ſo righteous as thoſe, which our 
GOD bath given us! r 
Tux ſeveral Charters, eſpecially that 
ſtiled The Great Charter, in the ninth Year 
of King Henzy the Third, in and by 
which our Rights and Privileges ſtand ſe- 
cur'd, ſworn, and entail'd down to us and 

our Poſterity, were not voluntary A- 
batements of the King's original Power, 
nor the Grants and Conceſſions of our 
Princes (as FILME Rx, BRADY, L- 
STRANGE, Hicks, LESLEVY, and o- 
ther Advocates for Arbitrary Power 
LEES would 


3 
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would make us believe) but Recogniti- | 
ons of what we had reſerved unto our 
ſelves in the original Inſtitution of our 
Government, and of what had always 
belonged to us Pi common Law, and 
moſt ancient Cuſtom : And tho' theſe 
Liberties and Privileges came to be more 
diſtinctly expreſſed, and ſignally ratifi- 
ed in Magna Charta, than they had 
been before; yet they had not only 
been acknowled ged, and tranſmitted 
down in the Laws of King EDwWARD 
the Confeſſor, as the Birthright of every 
Enghſhman, which alſo WILLIAM the 
Firſt, commonly called the or, 
ratified as ſuch; but they had long 
before been collected into a Body by King 
Epcax the Saxon, and were only reviſed, 
repeated, and confirmed by EDwarD 
the Confeſſor. 

BRAcTON, who was a Judge in the 
Time of King HENRY the Third, calls 
the Laws of 25 gland, The Ancient Judg- 
ments of the ol And BRITON, Bi- 
ſhop of Hereford, who publiſhed his 
Book in the fifth Year of King E p- 


WARD 
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w An p the Firſt, by the Command of 
that King, and 1 in the King's 
Name; and Sir GIL BERT DE T' Ho rN- 
TON, who was a Chief Juſtice in the 
ſame Reign, and reduced the Book of 
BRACTON into. a Compendium ; and 
likewiſe Sir Joun ForTzEscus, who 
was Lord Chancellor in the Reign of 
King Hznxy the Sixth, in his Book 
De Laudibus Legum An gliæ, all write 
to the ſame Effect, — ſpeak of the 
Laws of England as 400 Birthright of the 
Subject. And with theſe now ee 
concur all the eminent Authors in the 
Profeſſion of the common Law, who, 
being ſo learned and ſo ancient, are 
therefore the moſt competent Witneſ⸗ 
ſes of the Engliſh Conſtitution, Gene- 
rally ſpeaking, the whole Body of our 
Statute Laws, together with the Petiti- 
ons of Right, and the Habeas Corpus 

Acts, are but Declarations and Confir- 
mations of the common Laws of the 
Kingdom. And ſoon after the happy 
Revolution, under the Great and Glo- 
rious King WILLIAM the Third, ml 

bot 


( 
both reſtored and improved our Con- 


ſtitution, was paſſed the fa- „ . 1. 
mous Bill of Rights, wherein dab 
the ancient and fundamental Rights and 


Rights and Liberties of the we aura. 
Subject are diſtinctly ſtated, ©* 

in thirteen Articles, x8 ratified and con- 
firmed to us and our Poſterity, and 
there acknowledged to be our moſt 
rightful : Inheritance. 


Or all the ineſtimable Advantages 
derived to us from this our wiſe Frame 
of Government, none more deſerves to 
be highly prized and valued than that 
peculiar Birthright of ours, Tryal of 
Cauſes, whether Civil or Criminal, by 
Juries; an undoubted Part of the Go- 
thic Conſtitution. This hath always 
been held ſo ſacred, that King Al- 
FRED put one of his Judges to Death 
tor Paſſing Sentence upon a Man, when 
three of the twelve dilagreed in their 


* NaTH. Bacon's Hiſtorical Diſcourk of the 


Uniformity of the Government of England. 
C Verdict 
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Verdict from the Reſt. And the fame 
King put another of his Judges to 
Death, for Paſſing Sentence of Death 
upon an Ignoramus returned by the Grand 
Jury. And a Third, for Condemning 
a Man upon an Inqueſt taken e _— 
(as before the Coroner, and the like) 
when the Criminal had not put him 
ſelf upon his Country, that is, to by try d 
by a Jury. II eee 


GENTLEMEN, © 


Ix is for Putting in Execution of this 
great and invaluable Privilege that we 
are now met together, and you are fum- 
moned here, and ſworn to enquire of, 
and preſent to us, what Violations have 
been made of the Laws of GOD, and 
the Laws of 'the Land, by any Perſon, 
or Perſons whatſoever, within the City 

and Liberty of Weſhninſter, 
I the Courſe of your Enquiries, the 
Honour and Service of Almighty __ 

7 WE EY Oren an 


(19) 
and his Holy Religion demands my 
kad principal Ce. 5 


% — * 43 
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i Senſe of Religion, or 1 Fear of 
GOD; ſo manifeſtly tends to preſerve 
the Peace of Society, and the Welfare 
of Kingdoms, that it is not more the 
Duty. than it is the Intereſt of all Go- 
vernours, to Support and Maintain it in 
its higheſt Eſteem. Says TouLLy*, 
Take away Religion, and you take away 
with it mutual Faith and human So- 
ciety, and the moſt Excellent of Vir- 
tues, Juſtice it ſelf. And Machravzr, 
who had as little Reſpect for Religion 
as moſt People, aſcribed the Profperity 
of Rome to their Care of Religion, and 
the Strictneſs of their Morals ; my tells 
us, That all Princes and Common- 
kde” who would keep their Govern- 
ments intire and uncorrupt, are above 
all Things to take Care of Religion, 
and — it in its due Veneration: 


Lib. x. de Nat. Deorum. Fides etiam & Societas 
bumani generis & ung enen ima Virtus Fuſtitia 


tollitur. | 
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For in tbe whole N orld (lays he) there i: 
not a greater | 


1 


—— 2 — 8 — 


D and bis Worſhip are 


than when GO 


deſpiſed. 1 L 1739 F | 
A general Diſſoluteneſs of Manners 


in any Community certainly tends to 


its Deſtruction: The Wiſe Max's Ob- 
ſervation being founded in the Nature 
of the thing, as well as in the Decree of 
Almighty GOD, That rig bie- 
Prov. xiv. 34- qtſueſe exalteth a nation; but 
in ; a reproach to any people. 
As the * of a — — 
or diminiſheth, ſo doth its Strength at 
home, and Credit abroad; and the Ex- 
perience of all Ages and Nations teach- 
eth us this great Truth, that no Govern- 
ment can long flouriſh, which doth not 
diſcourage and puniſh Vice and Pro- 
faneneſs. _ # ;6>{] 


To incite your Zeal in Doing your 
Duty, you have an illuſtrious Example 
before you. His Majeſty, in his Excel- 


* Macn, Diſc. Page 284. 2 
lent 
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lent © Proclamation juſt now read to 
you, hath declared it to be his Royal 
Purpoſe and Reſolution, to Diſcounte- 
nance and Puniſh all Manner of Vice, 
Profaneneſs, and Immorality in all Per- 
ſons of what Degree or Quality ſoever. 
And gives theſe Reaſons for it, That 
it is an indiſpenſible Duty on him (and 
conſequently on all of us who act by his 
Authority) to be careful, above all Things, 
to Preſerve and Advance the Honour 
and Service of Almighty G OD, and 
to Diſcourage and Suppreſs thoſe Vices, 
which are ſo highly diſpleaſing to GOD, 
and a Reproach to our Religion and 
Government; and as theſe Vices have a 
fatal Tendency to corrupt Perſons, other- 
wiſe Religiouſly and Virtuouſly diſpoſ- 
ed]; ſo they may, if not timely remedi- 
ed, draw down the divine Vengeance 
upon us. oh! 

Ho piouſly, and with what an un- 
feigned Concern, doth his Majeſty expreſs 
himſelf for the Good and Welfare of his 
Subjects, is evidently demonſtrated, if 


you will but peruſe the Proclamation 
it 


—_— > 
it ſelf, which his Majeſty alſo commands 
to be given in charge, at every Aſſizes, 
and at every Quarter-Seſſions. 

And therefore I hope, 


that you who 
(among 'other Things) are ſworn dili- 
gently to enquire, and make true Preſent- 
ment of all ſuch matters and things, as 
ſhall be given you inCharge, from the due 
Regard, which you have for his Sacred 
Majeſty, as well as for the Proſperity and 
Happineſs of your Country, will, to the 
utmoſt of your Power, exert your ſelves 
in Putting theſe good Laws in Execu- 
tion; and not ſuffer Blaſphemy, profane 
Swearing and Curſing, Drunkenneſs, 
Profanation of the LORD's Day, and 
all other lewd and diforderly Practices, 
mentioned and deſcribed in this moſt 
Admirable Proclamation, to be practi{- 
ed and committed every Day with In- 
ſolence and Impunity, whilſt every 
thing that is Good,  Virtuous, and 
Laudable, is reviled, contemned and 
r 
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Arz a due Concern for the Ho- 
nour and Glory of Almighty G O D, 
the Honour and Safety of his Vice- ge- 
rent, our Moſt Gracious Sovereign, his 
Virtuous and Moſt Excellent Queen, and 
his IIluſtrious Royal Progeny, juſtly 
claim the next Place in your Thoughts. 


TR greateſt Offence, that can be 
committed under a Monarchical Govern- 
Bzrort the Making of the Statute 
de Prodlitionibus, in the Reign of King 
EpwA Rp the Third, in the Time of the 
Barons Wars, and during the Minority 
of that King, Treaſon was variouſly de- 
ſcribed, and according to the Temper 
of the Times, Facts were declared or 

not declared to be Treaſon, which kept 
the People in fuch continual Fear, 
and under ſuch dreadful Apprehenſions 
(the Puniſhment for this Offence being 
the moſt Severe which our Laws do in- 
flict) that in the twenty fifth Year of 
that King's Reign, this Law was made, 
TY. which 


| 
| 


— — —Ä—U—jäj. — — 


9 
vhich reduces the Species of High Trea- 
ſon to a Certainty; and this was then 
thought of ſo great a Benefit to the Sub-. 
je, = the Parliament who made it, 
as my Lord Cokx tells us, was called 
Parliamentum Benedicium, or the Bleſſed 
Parliament. 

B y this Act, Compaſſing or Imagin- 
ing the Death of the King, the Queen, or 
their Eldeſt Son and Heir, is High Trea- 
ſon. So is Levying War againſt the King, 
Adhering to his Enemies, Giving them 
Aid or Comfort, in the Realm or elſe- 
where. Counterfeiting his Coin, or 
Bringing falſe into the ral ; Killing 
the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treaſurer, 
Juſtices in Eyre, of Aſſize, and Juſtices 
of Oyer and Terminer, being in their 
Places doing their Offices. It is like- 
wiſe High Treaſon by this Act, to 
Counterfeit the Great or Privy Seal; and 
Counterfeiting the Privy Signet, or Sign 
Manual, is made High Treaſon by 
another Act of the F alt and Second 
of PriLie and Maxy, 


By 


oth. . 
By an Act of the Thirteenth and 
Fourteenth of King WILLIAM the 
Third, it is High Treaſon to hold any 
Correſpondence with the Pretender, who 
is himſelf, by this Act, attainted of High 
Treaſon. 

SE roviiic to Hinder, or De- 
prive the next Succeſſor in the Pro- 
teſtant Line, from Succeeding to the 
Crown, is made High Treaſon, by an 
Act of the Firſt of the late Queen 
ANNE. 

By a Statute of the Sixth of Queen 
ANNE, it is High Treaſon to Maintain 
and Affirm, by Writing, or Printing, 
that his Majeſty is not Lawful and 
Rightful King of theſe Realms ; or that 
the Pretender hath any Right to the 
Crown; or that any other Perſon hath 
any Right to the ſame, but by the Acts 
of Settlement ; or that the King and 
Parliament cannot Bind or Limit the 
Succeſſion of the Crown. And if the 
Offender maintains the ſame by Words 
only, then it is a Premunire. 
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- In the Reigns of King CHARLES 
the Second, and King AME s the Se- 
cond, there were ſeveral hard and irre- 
gular Proſecutions for High Treaſon; 
as that of the Lord Russ E, the Ho- 
nourable Mr. S 1D NEVY, Mr. CoRN IS H, 
and others, whoſe Attainders, ſoon af- 
ter the Revolution, were reverſed by 
Parliament. And it was one of the 
Blefſed Fruits of this Glorious Revolu- 
tion, that the Laws concerning High 
Treaſon were altered for the Better, and 
greatly in Favour of the Subject. For- 
merly Men were committed for Trea- 
ſon, and their Friends were not admit- 
ted to come near them, nor were they 
allowed either Counſel to aſſiſt them, 
or Pen, Ink, or Paper, or informed for 
what Treaſon they were committed, or 
by whom accuſed ; and tho they had a 
Liberty to except againſt any of the Jury, 
they were never allowed to have a Copy 
of the Pannel to make any Advantage of 
it. But now, by the * Statute of the Se- 
* An AF. for Regulating of Tryals in Caſes of 
Treaſon, and Miſprifion of Treaſon. 


venth 
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venth of King W1L 11am the Third, a 
Perſon D e for Treaſon, or 
Miſp riſion of Treaſon, ſhall have a Copy 
of che whole Indictment five Days be- 
fore his Tryal, to Adviſe with Counſel, Hc. 
and a Copy of the Pannel two Days be- 
fore his Tryal : And ſhall be allowed to 
make a full Defence by his Counſel learn- 
ed in the Law, and his Witneſſes ſhall be 
examined on Oath, and he ſhall not be 
Convicted, but by the Oaths of two Wit- 
neſſes to the ſame Species of Treaſon. 


You are to enquire of Miſpriſion of 
Treaſon, which conſiſts in the bare 
Knowledge and Concealment of High 
Treaſon. 


Yov are to preſent the Authors, Prin- 
ters, and . Publiſhers of all ſeditious and 
treaſonable Libels, againſt his Majeſty's 
Sacred Perſon, his Illuſtrious Family, or 
his Adminiſtration ; and of all the Libels 
that have been publiſhed of late, none 
exceeds the Malignity of that Villanous 
One of Afiſt's * nal of the twenty 

2 fourth 
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fourth of Auguſt laſt, which the Grand 
Juries of Mzddleſex and Briſtol have 

worthily Preſented, as a moſt Wicked 
and Treaſonable Libel, Reflecting on 
his Sacred Majeſty, and the Ever Bleſſ- 
ed Memory of his Royal Father ; which 
Preſentments being printed in the Lon- 
don Gaxets, I prefume moſt of you have 


ſeen. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I'T is to his Majeſty, as a common 

Father, that we owe all the quiet uninter- 

rupted Enjoyment of our civil and religi- 

ous Rights and Liberties, which we are at 

i preſent bleſt with; and from the Succeſſi- 
ll on in his Royal Houſe we can only ex- 
} pect to have them continued to our Po- 
ſterity. And as it cannot be doubted, 

but that you wiſh well to your ſelves, 

and your Families; fo I hope you will 
do your Endeavour to Puniſh all thoſe 

wicked Men, who would by their Li- 

bels, or other Devices, change ſo glori- 
ous a Proſpect into Error, and Super- 
8 ſtition 
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ſtition in the Church, and Tyranny and 
Arbitrary Power in the State, under an 
inraged Popiſh Pretender, who has been 
harboured ever ſince he was five Months 
old among Arbitrary Princes, and been 
a conſtant Attendant at Courts, where 
no Law was ever talked of, beſides the 
Will of the Prince. 


AFTER your Duty to G OD and 
the King performed, your Neighbours, 
or Fellow Subjects claim your Juſtice. 


'You are to enquire of Petty Trea- 
ſon, which is where a Servant Kills his 
Maſter or Miſtreſs, a Wife her Hus- 
band, or an Eccleſiaſtical Man his Pre- 
late. * 


You are to preſent Burglary, which 
is the Breaking and Entering into a 
Houſe, in the Night Time, with an In- 
tent to commit ſome Felony. 


WW o u are to preſent all Sorts of Fee 
lonies, whether againſt the Perſon, 
Goods, 
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Goods, or Habitation of a Man; and 
all Acceſſaries before and after the Facts; 
all Petty Larcenies; all Aſſaults, Bat- 
teries, Affrays; forcible Entries, and De- 
tainers of Lands and Fenements by Force; 
Riots, Routs, and unlawful Aſſemblies; 
Neglect or Breach of Duty in publick 
Officers, eſpecially of Conſtables who 
Neglect or Refuſe to execute Warrants 
delivered to them; Bribery ; Extorti- 
on; all publick N inden ; all that Sell 
corrupt and unwholſom Victuals ; all 
Houſes of common Lewdneſs and 
Gaming; diſorderly Geneva Shops; 
Night Houſes ; and thoſe Houſes which 
* Inmates, eſpecially thoſe that 
are kept open all Night, and which re- 
ceive great Numbers of idle and diſor- 
derly Perſons, lodging all Comers for a 
Penny or 'Two-penc + Night. - A vigo- 
Tous Proſecution of theſe Sort of Hou iſes 
will be one Way of Preventing the nu- 
merous Robberies which we have lately 
heard ſo much of. You are alſo to enquire 
of all Highways and Bridges out of Re- 
FR; and of all broken Pavements ; and in 
general, 


min, 
general, of every thing that is an Of- 
fence againſt the publick Peace. 


Vo are, GENTLEMEN, of ſo good 
Underſtanding and Capacities, and ſo 
well Experienced in the Nature of this 
Service, that it will not be neceſſary 
to give you a long Catalogue or De- 
tail of the many and various Kinds of 
Offences enquirable by you; but leaſt 
any thing which you ought to enquire of 
ſhould: not occur to your Memories, I 
refer you to my former Charges, -printed 
by Order of Court, and at the Defire 
of three ſeveral Grand Juries; and I 
have directed printed Copies of all thoſe 
Charges, to be given to every one of you 
GENTLEMEN, whio are {worn upon this 
Grand Jury, for your Uſe. on this pre- 
ſent, or any future Service of this Nature. 


TRHESE Matters and Things, GE N- 
LEM EN, that have been given you in 
Charge, with whatever elſe ſhall come 
to your Knowledge, touching this pre- 
ſent Service, you are Impartially to lay 

5 before 


Enquiries y 
upon your 
due 


4 * 


4h 


- 


2 —— 
. 
* I iS; be 


=p 


- 
WS 
_——_ os 


* 
* Y 0 5 2 — — _ - 
5 6 - 
—— * 8 ** — —— — —ů——ůů — — - 
- 
= - bo 
— + 


> ** 


